
Our
hand
shake
is a 
hug.

We have provided uninterrupted 

service to kids on the West Side 

for over 120 years. Nothing has 

stopped us – wars, Great Depression, 

recessions, social movements, COVID.

On average, our kids attend The Off 

The Street Club for 8 to 10 years.

The Off the Street Club Choir has 

performed in New York, Washington 

D.C., and Japan. 

Off the Street Club members can learn 

to play musical instruments, participate 

in our Jazz Masters program, and 

compose their own music.

Basketball, volleyball, swimming, flag 

football, and kickball are among the 

athletic programs we offer. Each 

begins with lessons in fundamentals, 

teamwork, and sportsmanship. 

Our volunteers provide academic 

tutoring, mentoring, college guidance, 

career counseling, internships,  

and job placement. 

All full-time staff members that act  

as role models for this generation  

are former Club members who 

themselves grew up at OTSC. 

200
Number of kids ages 5 – 18  WHO ENJOY 
a safe after-school haven for fun, 
learning, and growth...every day.

2,500
the number of kids the Club keeps  
safe from gangs, drugs, and violence.

6/5
We welcome kids from 6 grammar 
schools and 5 high schools EACH YEAR.

Did You Know?

missionThe Off The Street Club instills the values, skills, and 
confidence kids need to pursue their dreams today and  
thrive in the future. Led by a community of highly committed 
staff, role models, and volunteers, we create a safe haven 
where kids can experience joy, hope, and achievement.

offthestreetclub.com



 Providing 
hope,
play &
OPPORTUNITY 
since 1900.

ACTIVITIES
Kids like Jermaine get to explore their 
passions and interests in a safe environment 
while still being challenged to learn and grow.

“Being at Off The Street Club is  
like being at an amusement park  
with all your friends, on a big ride  
all going the same way.”

In addition to a wide range of activities,  
OTSC provides guidance and instills behaviors 
that encourage kids to grow into responsible, 
productive, and successful citizens

I really look up to the staff here a lot.  
They are just so helpful and encouraging 
too. They help me get to another level.
– AYONNA
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Against the backdrop of West Garfield Park, 
where crime, gangs, and drugs are a daily 
threat, we offer hope and an alternate path.

Off The Street Club is a place where 
kids living in this neighborhood have 
a safe place to learn, laugh, and play 
without worry. 

We are more than a building to go to.  
We offer a wide range of unique activities  
and experiences that allow the individual 
talents of each child to flourish.

OTSC offers experiences that would 
otherwise be unavailable including music, 
choir, skating, public speaking,  
soap box derby, leadership,  
and much more.  
We provide  
computers, arts,  
athletic equipment,  
books, and  
field trips. 



camp mathieu!
Approximately 20 miles from West Garfield 
Park sits Camp Mathieu, our 30-acre summer 
camp where kids can trade a summer of 
dodging violence, drugs, and gang activity  
for all the positive summer camp activities 
that help shape a young adult. 

Our camp provides a carefree and safe place 
for kids to enjoy the activities that every child 
should have the opportunity to experience – 

kids like Demarlon.

“My favorite part of Off The  
Street Club is Camp Mathieu. 
We do crew challenges, every 
Wednesday night we tell ghost 
stories and we take a ghost hike 
around the woods, fun activities, 
and stuff in the pool.”

Camp Mathieu is a traditional summer 
camp that includes hikes, campfires, bikes, 
swimming, ghost stories, and more.  
The experience of learning, living together, 
playing, and being responsible helps shape  

our kids to become great young adults.

For every $600 donated, one child who 
bravely said no to gangs and drugs can 
attend camp. With our help, as many as 

1,000 kids can attend camp 
and the summer    
program at the 
Clubhouse. Make your 

donation and help us 
teach our kids that 
they don’t need 
to wait to be a 
grown-up to be 
great, they can be 
great kids now.

The experience  
of learning,  
living together,  
playing, and 
being 
responsible 
helps shape  
our kids to  
become  
great  
young  
adults.
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While The Off The Street 
Club is dedicated to 
providing a safe haven 
for children aged 5 - 18 
in the dangerous West 
Garfield Park neighbor-
hood of Chicago, we are 
equally committed to 
the opportunities they 
have when they move  
on from the Club.

OUR DEDICATED STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS PROVIDE  
TUTORING, MENTORSHIP, AND CAREER ASSISTANCE WITH  
AN EYE ON PROVIDING A BETTER FUTURE AS OUR KIDS 
BECOME GREAT ADULTS.

THE CLUB FEATURES A COMPUTER LAB, READING PROGRAMS, 
PUBLIC SPEAKING GUIDANCE, AND FIELD TRIPS.

EACH YEAR, A GROWING NUMBER OF OFF THE STREET CLUB 
KIDS GO ON TO COLLEGE, INCLUDING SCHOOLS LIKE ILLINOIS 
STATE UNIVERSITY, UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS, CLARK UNIVERSITY 
IN ATLANTA, JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY, GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY, AND OTHERS. THEY PURSUE CAREERS IN 
HEALTHCARE, MARKETING, BUSINESS, ADVERTISING, BANKING, 
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP.

KIDS LIKE MARCOBY, WHO WANTS TO NOT ONLY GO TO COLLEGE 
BUT GET SEVERAL DEGREES. “IF YOU HAVE YOUR MIND 
FOCUSED ON SOMETHING, REACH FOR IT, AND GO FOR IT.”

DONORS PROVIDE OVER $100,000 IN ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS.

IN TOTAL, 97% OF OTSC KIDS ARE EMPLOYED OR  
GO TO COLLEGE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

I want to go straight to college. 
I like a couple HBCUs. I want 
to be a therapist.
– AYONNA



Virtually 
every 
member of 
The Off The 
Street Club 
staff was 
once a kid  
in the Club.

the staff

Day after day, a dozen unflappable men  
and women brave the violent and dangerous 
streets of West Garfield Park in Chicago  
to go to work. They don’t see the job as  
a steppingstone or a necessity to endure  
until they get a better job. They choose to 
be here. And they do so knowing all the 
challenges the neighborhood provides… 
because they grew up here. 

Virtually every member of The Off The  
Street Club staff was once a kid in the Club. 
They know what’s it’s like to grow up on 
these streets and they know they wouldn’t  
be where they are without the vision of  
Ralph Campagna, the commitment of  
Arnett Morris, and the guidance, love, 
 and support of previous staff  
members at OTSC. Giving back 
is essential to our success.

The OTSC staff knows that every  
day is an opportunity. A conversation 
may spark a dream. Listening may 
ease some pain. Teaching may inspire 
a career. Being there may save a life. 

Being a pre-teen or teenager is tough enough 
for any kid. Doing it in West Garfield Park 
offers no guarantees. Our staff comes back 
every day to teach music, drive a bus, help 
with homework, provide a life-lesson, work 
on a jump shot, provide feedback on an essay 
or prep a meal for 100 campers. The days 
are long but they know that every day one of 
those kids will need them. Kids like Marcoby.

“They always try to support you 
in anything that you’re doing. 
Say for instance, you come here, 
you’re sad one day and you talk 
to Arnett about it, or you talk to 
Cass, Fred, Reggie. They’ll always 
try their best to cheer you up in 
some kind of way, to bring you up. 
So, the community here is great. 
It’s amazing to me.”

Your contribution to The Off The Street Club, 
big or small, allows us to keep these amazing 
men and women coming back every day to 
touch a life in some way, big or small.

“Having been a kid in the 
Club, I know what these 
boys and girls face in this 
neighborhood. It’s an honor 
to have the responsibility to 
be there for them each day.”

– RON TROTTER
Club Athletics & Activities Coordinator


