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Day after day, a dozen unflappable men

and women brave the violent and dangerous
streets of West Garfield Park in Chicago

to go to work. They don't see the job as

a steppingstone or a necessity to endure
until they get a better job. They choose to
be here. And they do so knowing all the
challenges the neighborhood provides. ..
because they grew up here.

Virtually every member of The Off The
Street Club staff was once a kid in the Club.
They know what's it's like to grow up on
these streets and they know they wouldn't
be where they are without the vision of
Ralph Campagna, the commitment of
Arnett Morris, and the guidance, love,
and support of previous staff

members at OTSC. Giving back

is essential to our success.

The OTSC staff knows that every
day is an opportunity. A conversation
may spark a dream. Listening may
ease some pain. Teaching may inspire
a career. Being there may save a life.

Being a pre-teen or teenager is tough enough
for any kid. Doing it in West Garfield Park
offers no guarantees. Our staff comes back
every day to teach music, drive a bus, help
with homework, provide a life-lesson, work
on a jump shot, provide feedback on an essay
or prep a meal for 100 campers. The days
are long but they know that every day one of
those kids will need them. Kids like Marcoby.

“They always try to support you
in anything that you’re doing.

Say for instance, you come here,
you’re sad one day and you talk
to Arnett about it, or you talk to
Cass, Fred, Reggie. They’ll always
try their best to cheer you up in
some kind of way, to bring you up.
So, the community here is great.
It’s amazing to me.”

Your contribution to The Off The Street Club,
big or small, allows us to keep these amazing
men and women coming back every day to

touch a life in some way, big or small.



